Indigenous Peoples of Southern New England
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A. Highlight/Underline/Circle all the Indigenous tribes/peoples named on this map,
then list them below:

6.

1.Eastern Niantic
. 7.

2. Western Niantic

8.
3.Narragansett

9.
4.,
5.

B. Can you find Narragansett Bay on this map? Circle it.

C. Which Indigenous group(s) live on or around Narragansett Bay?
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Indigenous Peoples of Southern New England

Indigenous peoples lived in southern New England for thousands of years prior to the arrival of
Europeans. The large, icy glaciers that once covered the region receded around 13,000 years ago,
causing shifts in animal migratory patterns. As the ice retreated, Rhode Island’s landscape of bays,
waterways, and lush vegetation offered plentiful food resources and small bands of hunters moved
into the area. The earliest human-made object was found near Wickford—a 10,000-year-old

broken stone spear point.

The earliest known settlement of Indigenous people in Rhode Island, located on Conanicut Island
(Jamestown), is about 3,700 years old. Storage pits found at this site included hunting and food
processing tools; a site near the settlement revealed the presence of burials dating to the same
period. The use of weirs (traps) for catching fish and clay pots for storing food, as well as advances in
growing food, indicated more permanent settlements. The Narragansett, the Wampanoag, the

Niantic, the Pequot, and the Nipmuc thrived in the area.

Indigenous peoples also utilized small
watercraft to navigate the many
waterways of the region. Since at least
1675, people have been crossing
Narragansett Bay by hired ferries, which

are still available today.

The primary Wampanoag sachem (a.k.a.

leader), Ousamequin (or Massasoit), along

with the Narragansetts, granted Roger

Williams and other Rhode Island colonists
the right to settle. Native peoples,
cultures, and ways of being have

undeniably been present since then,

finding ways to adapt and thrive Aquidneck

Island

throughout the cities and towns of Rhode

Island for four centuries.
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Indigenous Peoples of Southern New England

A wetu is a circular dwelling structure used by
the Indigenous peoples of New England. Wetus,
also called wigwams, were commonly built as
part of temporary summer settlements on
Aquidneck Island. Some of the known
settlements sites in Newport include the lands
on which the Great Friends Meeting House

and Touro Synagogue sit, to name just a few.

Brown University

A mishoon, or Indigenous dugout canoe, is
crafted by lighting controlled fires inside a log
before carving out the interior. This watercraft
was common throughout North America by the
17th century; the traditions of crafting

mishoonash are still maintained today.
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Plimoth Patuxet Museums
(Plymouth, Massachusetts)

Students are encouraged to continue exploring the history, culture, and resiliency of the
Indigenous peoples of southern New England as told in their own words:

Narragansett Indian Tribe The Mohegan Tribe
https://narragansettindiannation.org https://www.mohegan.nsn.us
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah)
https://mashpeewampanoagtribe-nsn.gov https://wampanoagtribe-nsn.gov
The Nipmuc Nation Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation
https://nipmuc.gov https://www.mptn-nsn.gov
https://www.nipmucnation.org https://pequotmuseum.org

Tomaquag Museum
https://www.tomaquagmuseum.org
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The Pequot War & King Philip’s War
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A Battle/Skirmish Sites of the Pequot War (1636-1638)

‘ Battle/Skirmish Sites of King Philip’s War (1675-1676)

A. What does this map key tell us?

B. What state(s) was the Pequot War fought in? Based on this map, which tribes were impacted?

C. What state(s) was King Philip’s War fought in? Based on this map, which tribes were impacted?
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The Pequot War
1636-1637

The Pequot War began because of arguments between English settlers and the Pequot people over
land use and trade. The Western Niantic allied themselves with the Pequot, while the Eastern
Niantic sided with the Narragansett and the Mohegan. The Narragansett leaders Canonicus and
Miantonomi sided with the English at first, but ended their alliance after the terrible Mystic Massacre,
where about 400 Pequot people, including women and children, were killed. Another 100-200 Pequot
men were killed in the battle that followed the Mystic Massacre. After the war, the English forced the
Pequot and the Western Niantic peoples out of their homelands—many were killed or sold into

slavery or forced to live among the Mohegan and Narragansett tribes.

King Philip’s War
1675-1676

King Philip’s War started about 40 years after the Pequot War. English settlers continued taking more
and more Native land, leading to rising tensions and a total lack of trust between English and Native
peoples. Metacom, also called King Philip, was the grand sachem (or leader) of the Wampanoag. After
the English forced the Wampanoag to surrender their guns in 1671, Metacom set about creating an
alliance of Native peoples to oppose the English. When three of Metacom’s men were convicted and
executed by English settlers for the killing of a Massachusett man who had warned the English about
Metacom’s plans to oppose them, fighting broke out and the war began. The Wampanoag,
Narragansett, Nipmuc, and others fought against the English and their Native allies, the Mohegan
and Mohawk.

In December 1675, the English brutally attacked the Narragansett’s main fort during the Great Swamp
Fight (also called the Great Swamp Massacre), killing hundreds, mostly women and children, and
burning the fort to the ground. Native warriors continued to fight back, even burning Providence in
early 1676. But when Metacom was killed that summer, the war ended in southern New England. It was
the largest conflict in the region during the 1600s, costing thousands of lives and leaving many Native
communities scattered and destroyed. The Eastern Niantic and the Narragansett merged together as
one nation following the conflict. Many Native peoples were sold into slavery or indentured servitude

after the war as well.
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